Call for Abstracts
Submission Deadline: Friday, February 8, 2019 at 6:00 p.m. CST
An abstract (no more than 250 words) of the work to be presented must be submitted after conference
registration at https://lsamp.ilsampspringconference.com/en/abstract-submission/. Both poster and
podium (oral) presentations will use the same submission platform. Please provide enough detail to enable
the program committee to evaluate the work for placement within the conference program.

***Be sure to have your abstract approved by your respective ILSAMP coordinator before submittal.***

SAMPLE ABSTRACT

Scientific Poster Guidelines
The goal for your scientific poster is to have an organized and attractively displayed presentation of your research
findings. Posters should be self-explanatory and readable within five minutes. When constructing your poster,
you must comply with the following guidelines:

Required Elements
1. Title
At the top of your poster you should have a title that is both short, and very descriptive of your
project. For empirical studies, the title should also mention the organism(s) studied. As a rule, the
title should be easily readable at a distance of about 4 - 5 feet away (words are approximately 1.5
- 2.5 cm in height).
2. Name and Affiliation
Directly under the title, you should have your name, your faculty sponsor's name, and your
University's name. The name and affiliation section are usually about 20 - 30% smaller than the
title.
3. The Body of the Poster
A. Abstract
The abstract is a brief synopsis of the entire work described in the poster. Most abstracts are
one or two paragraphs in length. The abstract should be understandable without reading the
entire poster and the reader should be able to decide if she or he would like to read the entire
poster based on what they read in the abstract. The abstract should contain the following
elements: the purpose of the study; a brief statement about what you did; a concise statement
of the major findings; and the major conclusions. Do not include details of the methods.
B. Introduction
The purpose of the introduction is to present the question being explored by your research and
to place it in the context of current knowledge about the topic. It often works well to start with
the general context and work your way down to the specifics, ending with a precise statement
of the question or hypothesis being addressed by your study. The introduction should convince
the reader of the significance of your study. To do this well in a poster is a challenging
requirement. Be brief but include the important points to make sure the reader sees the
relevance of your work.
C. Methods
In this section you should describe all procedures that you performed. Describe your methods
in sufficient detail to allow a reader who works in your field to understand what you did to collect
your data. Illustrations are appropriate for complex experimental design.

D. Results
The purpose of this section is to summarize the data. Report the results of any statistical test
here. Present all of your results, whether positive or negative. A table or figure may substitute
for a written summary as long as each table or figure has a legend that explains the graphic
clearly.
E. Discussion
In this section you should interpret the meaning of your results with respect to the original
question. You should interpret your results without repeating them. The discussion must
include your conclusions about the answers to the questions that motivated your research that
you described in your introduction. If appropriate, mention any alternative explanations for your
results and mention possible explanations for unexpected results.
F. Literature Cited
This section is optional in the poster, unless citations are used in the text; you may use a unit
smaller than 17.5 cm by 20.5 cm. Include only those papers cited in the text. Do not cite a
paper unless you have read it yourself. Cite all of your references in the text and list them in
the literature cited section using a format from a journal within your discipline.
4. Graphics, Tables, Photos and Others
Illustrations, tables, figures, photographs and diagrams need to have unique identification
numbers and legends. In the text use the numbers to refer to specific graphics or pictures. In your
legends, include a full explanation and where appropriate, include color keys, scale, etc.
5. Poster Display
The available poster space will consist of one poster board, 8' (length) x 4' (width), with each side
shared by two students (four students per board). Each student will have a 4' x 4' space to display
posters, brochures or any other items of interest. Your poster number will be listed in the program
booklet.
A. Specific Guidelines
One entire poster should take up a space no larger than 4 feet wide by 4 feet high. All posters
will be affixed to and displayed on a vertical surface. Thumbtacks will be supplied to secure
your poster to the surface. You may build your poster as a single display or it may be made up
of several individual components that can be secured to the display board. We encourage you
to be imaginative and creative, so long as you follow the guidelines in this document.
Remember that the purpose of the poster is to convey information from your work. Use care
that the display does not overpower the scientific content. Also, check your text and legends
for accuracy. Be sure to italicize Latin works, label graphs and tables, and have several people
proofread your poster! If you decide to make each of the above components of the poster a
single display, the smallest unit should be no smaller than 17.5 cm by 20.5 cm (approximately
7" by 8") -- except for the "Literature Cited" and for the "Title and Name" sections that are, by
necessity, linear in orientation. It is fine to group more than one required element on a single
unit as long as your poster is clear and readable and does not look cluttered. Unless otherwise
directed in the above sections, the text font size is to be no smaller than ~ 3 - 4 mm in height
for an upper-case letter (for example, 12-point font in Helvetica/Times New Roman/Arial).
B. Poster Set-Up
Set up time for the poster session will be Friday, February 22nd from 3:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. The
reception will begin promptly at 7:00 p.m. The formal poster presentation session is on
Saturday from 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., during which time authors are to be present at their
posters to answer questions and receive feedback during the sessions.

